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1993 COOL NATIONAL CONFERENCE
ON STUDENT COMMUNITY SERVICE

The photographer., Jenna Walsh, is it senior in advertising at the
University of Tllinois Urbana-Champaign.

By Christina Alburas

The 1993 COOL National Conterence at the Uiniversity ol
Ilinois in Champaign/Urbana was my tirst COOL conference
and a chance (o gain valuable support, insight. and new
approaches to my own work in conununity service and not-tor-
profit organizations.

Like many other participants, my chiel motivauon in
attending was 10 network and make contacts from across the
country in my job search. Having graduated almostavear age
I needed 1o meet new people and tind new oranizitions
interested in working with a person having the skills and
creativity [ ean offer. The incredible weadth ol cnthusiastc
hard-working, sensitive, and caring mdividuads [merat thic
Opportunities Fair and in the workshops proved oo
encouraging and motivating than [inagined posstble

I'm unable 1o count the times 1 round myselt and feflow
participants leating theough the conterence book et
desperation trving o decide which work~hops to attend |
attended all seven workshop sesstons and expectod to ey
least one of them wrn o waste due o mishap. Fheworkshiops !
attended were from start to tinish overfewing wesh attendants,
lively discussions, invaduable mtormanon and approaches e
provide quality community service o multmds of Amane
communilics.

As someone working tor soctai change and the 2ood oi the
community, L otten find momissing suppott and canaridatic
The COOTL. Conterence was a tune lor me o mect people
working or living i conumunitics sumilis to my ownoand o
compare notes on the changes that are kg place. Somenmes
i"s ditficult 1o recognize the changes when one i~ immersed i
creating the change,

I met people with whom T eouid shine the Trostiations
rivmphs of the community [ hve and work weaed peopic b
could also point out approaches o better communicaton
between mysell and the organtzaton as well as the orsanzaie
and the people Toundsnysell Giking netes cven ab meds abe
cultural events because the intormanion ottered tome wos not
always cloaked n the workshop sctiing

Since retuming trom the COOL conterence. e pored ona
my notes and shared them with anyone who will bsten The
conterence renunded me that what Tdom mys eversday lile

“matters because eare, and that there ane o lot ot other people m

this country and the world who teel ke Tdo Tecether, we wali

make the changes happen by Tisteming e the voices

Christina Alburas, a 902 graduaie of The Evergreen St
College, ix currentv vene i Meomeaps e, Minccseng o

N
lovking for a yjoh with a non-prosic orgarizaten
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Keynote Address of Alexis Baptist

When [ heard the theme my mind went
blank. Theard that the COOL conference
brought together college kids to talk about
real change and real solutions, So, 1
expected the theme to be militant,
powerful, damn near revolutionary. But I
felt none of that the first minute |
contemplated the theme. [ was
disappointed. Oh well, | thought, another
lame, do-gooder conference. But then it
happened—Listen to the Voices; Make the
Connections. 1 thought about it. It made
sense: it was real. I thought about all of
the voices I hear around me everyday and
what they say. The kid next door who
can’t wait to get high. The kids down the
street who need to make some quick cash.
The girl who works at McDonalds and
hasn’t given anything past tomorrow night
any serious thought. My friends who
graduated from high school in June of
1992 and were in the army by August of
1992, The college graduate who can't
find a job and wants 1o kill herself because
she thinks she’s a failure. Everyday it's
something new. I hear about old friends
dying or killing or about so and so being
pregnant or addicted. Guess whose
mother just died with no health insurance,
Guess who's living on the streets, Guess
who's doing time. I've almost become
conditioned to hearing bad news. Oh well,
we lost another one,

Has our whole generation gone crazy?
THE HOMICIDAL/SUICIDAL
GENERATION? When I listen to the
voices [ hear anger, frustration, both
conscious and unconscious demands for
change. I hear a loss of faith in the
government, its officials, and in the
system itself. My own voice and those
like mine are questioning and searching
for truth and reason. These voices are
looking to understand. What is our place?

How can we fight? WHAT IS THE
CONNECTION?

Just the other day in Philly, we heard
about 18 and 16 year old brothers who
shot and killed a man for his car. The

“When I listen to
the voices I hear
anger, frustration,
both conscious and
unconscious
demands for
change.”
media had a field day: it was racial! We

must tighten gun control! They were
sadistic, cold blooded murderers! | gricve

Alexis Baptist, one of three keynote speakers. Photo by Jenna Walsh.

for the man that was murdered. [t didn’t
have to happen. But, I also grieve for the
IWo young pieces of our future we've [ost,
and I hold the system that created them
responsible. Those two boys, and all the
young people like them. represent
victims—viclims of a system that just
does not work. A system that is
sacrificing its youth in hopes of profit. A
system that has turned its back on it vers
[uture,

[t wasn't alwavys like this, so [ hear.
Thirty, 20, 15 yvears ago. a young person
could graduate from high school. go 0
college or find a job, make an honest
living, get their own place, and then raise
a family and maybe buy a house. Coal!
Today that is a fantasy for most of us. So
what went wrong? It seems to be all aboul
priorities, investments, and economics,
Economics. We see crazy amounts of
middle America losing their

continued on next page
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mechanical/factory jobs, losing their

homes, and losing their stability to quickly

slide down to join the “poor.” We see
them struggling for their basic human

rights in addition to their survival. We see

the poor living in poverty that mirrors that
of third-world countries. We see highly
trained students graduate into the world
unable to find any job, let alone one in
their field. We see the number of
unemployed, homeless, and publicly
assisted people growing at an
unbelievable rate. Could all of this be
happening because people have suddenly
become lazy, stopped working as hard as
we used to? Have we lost our sense of
values?

No. All of these problems are
symptoms of a much deeper illness. We
all understand that there are the rich and
the poor. We understand that the system,
the government, and the laws are made to
support the rich and to keep the poor in
line. It's been like that forever, and it was
alright to a certain extent. The poor had
their little bit—a house, a car, and family
security. But today things are changing;
the rich are competing to get richer while
pushing the poor decper into poverty.
This has gotten to the point that their very
survival is threatened. Technology plays

Conference participants in one of many workshops. Photo by Jenna Walsh.

used against us by taking our jobs and
creating a class of permanently
unemployed people. All of this threatens
to push the quality of life down for all of
the working poor and unemployed. This
is clear when you look at the hundreds of
thousands of people that were laid off last
vear in just about every industry. from
General Motors to Campbell Soups. So
now we have more people competing for

“This is one of the most violence systems
in the world; vicious is the only word I
can think of to describe a system that
throws people out onto the streets and
makes babies go to bed hungry.”

a huge part in the on-going quest for the
almighty dollar. Computers and robots
can now do the work of massive amounts
of people in a fraction of the time. Great,
that should make life easier for working
people—fewer hours, safer working
conditions, better lives. NO such luck!
Instead of helping us, technology has been

fewer jobs at lower wages.

This transfers into our day-to-day lives
in the boldest, most harmful ways. Just
look at the educational system. There are
schools all over the United States where
children are leaming out of books that
were printed in the 1960’s, if they even
have books. Young people who can’t

even read are graduating from high
school. Classrooms are over-crowded:
many times 30 to 40 kids are in one class.
Breakfast and lunch programs are being
cut. It's being said over and over again
that children are the future so why isn’t
the government investing in them? They
have billions to test military airplanes and
send monkeys to the moon, but the mones
justisn’t there for education.

When you think about it it all makes
sense in a cruel but very real way. With
the shrinking job market it’s very
possible that many kids graduating from
school today may never work. They are
competing against their parents and
sometimes their grandparents for a job.
So why invest in a generation of young
people that have ne use, no cconomic
value, no future? [U's unfortunate. but that
is the reality that youth face today. The
government.hasn’t said it straight-up yet.
but when they close down community
centers and libraries. we know. When
crack houses are visibly opening while
public rehabilitation centers are closing,
we know. When military weapons
“mysteriously” find their way onto our

continued on next page
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streets and in our schools, we know.

When officer friendly becomes the enemy,
we know. There is no doubt in our minds;
youth know that we are under attack. The
government hopes that we will be content
with the few crumbs they give up to keep
us quiet and disunited. They are hoping
that the youth have been so beaten down
and misguided that we will except their
attacks without opposition.

BUT, out of the frustration, out of the
anger, out from the wreckage of a falling
system comes the whispers of revolution.
the talk of change, the shouts for
ACTION! In response to the devastating
new problems we're facing, young new
leaders are emerging with new solutions.
The problems we face are “new and
improved,” “extra-strength.” more severe,
and definitely fatal. The new solutions
have got to be just as severe and even
more fatal. Death to a system that
abandons its youth!

The CONNECTION is being made!
Unity is the call, organization and activity
are the methods. Unity has got to be the
first step in organizing for activity. The
system is constantly trying to divide us by
color, neighborhoods. schools, working or
uncmployed. housed or homeless. Unity
is strength and to keep us divided is 1o
keep us weak. Our unity is much more
important than any differences we may
have. We've got o understand what we
are lighting for. Who and what we are
fighting against? How are we going 1o
fight? We must understand that we are
uniting for our lives, our survival, and onr
future. Unity has to lead to organization
In the survival movement they say. “You
only get what you organize to take.” In
1993 that’s what it bails down to.

In Philadelphia we have said. “"No
more!™ We are tired of losing [riends and
constantly being under attack., We have
begun to organize what we believe will be
the movement of the 90's. YOUTH
UNITY? EVOLUTION OF
REVOLUTION has pledged to lead a real
fight for positive and concrete change.
We have committed ourselves to help

develop and carry out the new strategies
and tactics in the batde for our futures. In
the spirit of great movements like the
Black Panther Party and great leaders like
“So why invest in a
generation of
young people that
have no use, no
economic value, no
future? It's
unfortunate, but
that is the reality
that youth face

today.”

Fred Hampton, we have begun to unite

vouth through political education and.,

more importantly. through action.
Again. when we talk about new

strategies and tacues, we have w
understand who we're lighting. Hus s
one ol the most violent systems an the
world: vicious s the only word © o e
of 1o describe aosystermn that thiow s peeple
oul onto the streets and makes babies 2o
10 bed hungry. In the Tand of plents this
kind ol system should be crimunal. and
any laws that support it should not be
respected. We have no time 1o wisie
The time has got 1o be now and. by the
way. "By any means necessars T Lhere
asaving, “We cannot change unless o
survive, but we will notsurvive unless w.
change.” T~ ue. Let's Jo both

Alexis Bapust s o 19-vear-old seades! i
Conmmumity College of Phuladeipiia,
Pennsvivania. She ix a miember oo Upand
Out of Poverty Now! and co-founder
Yourh Uniry Evolunion of Revedar o
vouth movement run by and (o voun s
people dedicated 1o rasame Hie s 2
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Conference participants on comnpnity plunse  Photo by Jenna Wa'sh
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